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CHARACTERS

BEE QUINCY, female, age 10 to 11*
KATE QUINCY, female, age 34
ANDREW TATE, male, age 14 to 15*
JULIAN TATE, male, age 40
SORAYA GARROU, female, age 11*
MAN, male, 30s to 40s

* The young characters do not have to be played by actors of  these specified ages but should look 
and feel as young as possible. 

PLACE & TIME
 
Brussels, Belgium, 1995 - 1996

SCENE LIST

Some Dark Places takes place in five parts. There is no intermission. 

Part One: September, 1995
Part Two: November, 1995
Part Three: March, 1996
Part Four: April, 1996
Part Five: outside of  time  



“They had behind them the terrific suggestiveness of  words heard in dreams, of  phrases spoken in 
nightmares.” 

&

“I think it had whispered to him things about himself  which he did not know, things of  which he had 
no conception till he took counsel with this great solitude – and the whisper had proved irresistibly 
fascinating. It echoed loudly within him because he was hollow at the core.” 

 – Joseph Conrad's Heart of  Darkness



Part One. September 1995.

In the dark, a man’s voice.

MAN
And we’re back to our program. American Tales Today. Remember we are the only completely 
American produced and staffed radio program in Europe, coming at you, seven days a week. 
Reporting live from our headquarters in Brussels, I’m your host, Tom Quincy. In a few minutes, 
we’ll have a chance to talk to Roland vanDeert, Belgium’s Interior Minister, about the unsolved 
case of the two missing Belgian girls. Today is the year anniversary of the disappearance of 
Danielle and Marie-Celine that fateful September day.  Where are they? What are the Belgian 
police doing about it? First, we speak to Thomas Monnoyeur, a retired Belgian police captain, 
about his own on duty experiences with missing children. Thomas, good evening.  

The voice cuts out.

Lights rise on a little girl. 10 years old. She is playing with a Barbie. This is Beatrice or BEE.

BEE
(with a Barbie's voice)

What do you mean you won’t take our health insurance? Let me speak to your supervisor. Yes, I’ll 
hold.

Bee hums a song.

ANDREW enters. 13 years old. He wears a t-shirt with Kurt Cobain’s face on it.

ANDREW
Hey, sorry I’m late.

BEE
You didn’t need to come.

ANDREW
My dad asked me to come check on you when I got home.

BEE
(imitating her mother with the Barbie)

“Julian is taking me to a party. Andrew will babysit.” I don’t need a babysitter.

ANDREW
Okay.

BEE
So you can go.

ANDREW
I’m just going to stay. Since. That’s what I told my dad I’d do.

BEE
Do you always listen to him?

ANDREW
No. I don’t know. Do you listen to your dad?
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BEE
Yeah. Every night. He’s on the radio.

She gestures to the radio.

ANDREW
Right.

Bee continues playing. Andrew goes to look at her.

ANDREW
Why doesn’t Ken have any legs?

BEE
He’s a paraplegic. He got in an accident, but Barbie stayed with him because she loves him and 
nothing can come between them, and now she goes to work everyday and it’s hard sometimes and 
they fight but they’re not getting a divorce, it’s just normal fighting.

ANDREW
You seem a little mature to be playing with dolls.

BEE
I don’t believe that they’re real or anything.

ANDREW
Okay.

Pause.

BEE
How come you didn’t talk to me at school?

ANDREW
What?

BEE
I saw you during recess on Monday and I waved hi, but you didn’t wave back or anything.

ANDREW
Well, I’m new.

BEE
So?

ANDREW
It’s a sensitive time. I don’t want to be seen talking to grade threes.

BEE
I’m in cinquième. Fifth grade.

ANDREW
Yeah, but. You’re a baby. Compared to grade nines.
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BEE
Can’t you just tell your friends that you’re my new neighbor?

ANDREW
I don’t really have any friends yet.

BEE
None at all?

ANDREW
It takes a little while. At least a month in my experience.

BEE
Mom said you guys moved a lot.

ANDREW
I’ve been to seven schools.

BEE
Yeah?

ANDREW
All over. Vietnam for two years. Russia for two years. South Africa for the last year. 

BEE
Why do you move so much?

ANDREW
That’s what diplomats do. But it looks like we’ll be here for a little while. Maybe I’ll finish high 
school here.

BEE
Do you know any South African?

ANDREW
You mean, Afrikaans?

BEE
That's what I meant. 

ANDREW
Not really, they all speak English. Especially at the international school.

BEE
Oh.

ANDREW
Jou dom stuk kak.

BEE
What’s that mean?

ANDREW
You stupid piece of shit.
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BEE
(sounding it out)

Jou – dom – stuk kak?

ANDREW
You have a TV around here?

BEE
My dad doesn’t like TV as a medium. He says it’s gory.

Bee turns on the radio.

From now on whenever we hear the Man, we see him in his separate studio space – behind a 
scrim, or above in the rafters. We don't need to see his face clearly, instead we see how Bee 
imagines him in her head.

MAN
But, Mr. Minister, with six adolescent girls gone missing in the last three years, how can you deny 
the possibility that there is a connection? Do you believe what many Belgians seem to believe 
that there is a serial kidnapper at large in Belgium? Or is it simply that this country has some of 
the most relaxed parole laws on the continent and that the influx of prisoners out of our systems 
is contributing to this crime wave? What leads, if any, are the police following?  

Andrew turns it off.

BEE
Put it back on. That’s my dad.

ANDREW
You shouldn’t be listening to that.

BEE
I like the news. It’s better than books because the mysteries on the news are real. And we don’t 
know if they will ever be solved. Because they are just happening. “In real time.”

ANDREW
“In real time.” They’re still stories. Your dad’s making them into stories.

BEE
He’s just trying to get at the truth. One investigation at a time.

ANDREW
Okay.

BEE
You don’t believe me.

ANDREW
That’s fine. It’s bullshit. But it’s fine.

BEE
It’s not bullshit.
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ANDREW
Look. My dad’s a diplomat. And it’s his job to make sure stories are told in the right way so that 
there’s a good guy in every story. You think it’s like that in life?

BEE
Yeah.

ANDREW
But it’s not. Sometimes you can’t tell who’s good and who’s bad, and who’s protecting something 
and who’s just being selfish.

BEE
But usually there’s like a pretty obvious side to be on. Like Hitler.

ANDREW
Okay. Hitler.

Pause.

ANDREW
But people voted for Hitler, didn’t they? So they didn’t know he was bad.

BEE
Maybe they were all bad too.

ANDREW
Or maybe they just got tricked by some story that said he was the good guy.

BEE
My dad is on the right side, okay? And he knows who else is on the right side. You can’t just 
come into my house and insult him like that.

ANDREW
I’m sorry.

BEE
No you’re not.

ANDREW
I am. 

Pause.

ANDREW
Beatrice. 

BEE
Don’t call me that. Bee.

ANDREW
(trying to cheer her up)

Like a bumble bee?

BEE
Yeah.
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Andrew chases her around. She laughs.

ANDREW
I’m chasing around my baby bumble bee. Won’t my mommy be so proud of me? I’m chasing 
around my baby bumble bee.

BEE
(running)

Don’t!

Andrew catches her and picks her up.

ANDREW
Oooh I caught her! I’m carrying around my baby bumble bee. Won’t my mommy be so proud of 
me? I’m – carrying. Ouch.

Bee kicks him in the face, trying to wriggle out.

ANDREW
She stung me! I’m squishing up my baby bumble bee.

He holds her tight, rolling her into a little ball. She shrieks with pleasure.

BEE
(laughing)

I can’t!

ANDREW
I’m squishing up my baby bumble bee –

Bee moans.

Andrew stops.

They separate. Panting for a second.

They don’t acknowledge the strangeness of the moment before.

Pause.

ANDREW
Sorry. Did I hurt you?

BEE
No.

ANDREW
All I ever had was an older brother, so I don’t know how to play with girls.

BEE
No, it was fun.

ANDREW
My brother used to beat the shit out of me when I was a kid.

BEE
Why?
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ANDREW
That’s just what brothers do.

BEE
I wish I had a brother.

ANDREW
Maybe your mom will have another kid.

BEE
No. She’s... No.

ANDREW
Okay.

Bee runs around the room, buzzing around.

BEE
Bzz. Bzz. You can’t catch me.

ANDREW
Bee.

BEE
Come and get me!

ANDREW
Beatrice!

BEE
What?

ANDREW
Let’s take a break, okay? I didn’t mean to get you all excited.

BEE
Don’t treat me like a baby.

ANDREW
I’m not.

A moment goes by. Bee sticks her tongue out. She tries to lick her nose.

BEE
Do you think my tongue is a normal size?

ANDREW
What? I don't know. 

BEE
I think it’s long. I’ve been doing exercises.

ANDREW
Exercises?

BEE
Like stretches. If you don’t stretch out your tongue, you can swallow it when you’re older.

SOME DARK PLACES OF THE EARTH

7



ANDREW
That can’t be true.

BEE
Yeah it is. It happened to someone’s granddad at school. He swallowed his tongue and he almost 
died.

ANDREW
Your tongue is already being swallowed. It doesn’t just end at the back of your mouth. It goes 
down into your throat.

BEE
Really?

Bee puts her fingers in her mouth.

ANDREW
Don’t do that.

BEE
Show me.

ANDREW
Go look in a mirror.

She does.

BEE
I can’t see that far down.

ANDREW
Well, then you’ll have to believe me.

BEE
I’ll ask my science teacher.

ANDREW
Okay.

BEE
Not that I don’t believe you.

ANDREW
Right.

She puts her fingers down her throat anyway. 

Andrew doesn't pay attention. 

She wanders over to him. 

BEE
Where’s your brother?

ANDREW
He’s at university.
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BEE
In South Africa?

ANDREW
No. In Canada. McGill.

BEE
Right. You’re Canadian. I forgot.

ANDREW
We’re a forgettable bunch.

BEE
Is Canada very different from America?

ANDREW
I don’t know. I’ve only visited my grandparents like twice in Toronto.

BEE
I have two grandparents but I’ve never met them. They live in Colorado and they don’t like planes.

ANDREW
Why don’t they take a boat?

BEE
They don’t get along so well with my mom.

ANDREW
Why not?

BEE
She kinda left everything to marry my dad. Like a good job and everything. And she was engaged 
to some other guy. Who she left for my dad. Because they were in love.

ANDREW
They tell you this?

BEE
My mom is very open. And sometimes very drunk.

ANDREW
My dad would never tell me anything like that.

BEE
What about your mom?

ANDREW
She’s dead. Thanks stupid.

BEE
Oh I’m sorry.

ANDREW
No it’s okay. It happened when I was really young. I was just trying to make you feel bad.
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Bee hits him.

BEE
You’re awful.

ANDREW
Am not.

BEE
Are too. You’re definitely like the worst babysitter ever.

ANDREW
Well it’s not usually my job.

BEE
Am I your first?

ANDREW
My dad asked me to do him a favor. Being a babysitter is for girls and pussies.

BEE
Don’t say that.

ANDREW
Are you offended?

BEE
That’s how I know you’re not a real babysitter. You say things like that.

ANDREW
What do you want me to do, talk to you like a baby?

BEE
You’re not that much older than me.

ANDREW
You’re still playing with dolls.

BEE
Not because I think they’re real.

ANDREW
Then why?

BEE
They're fun. 

ANDREW
Fun?

BEE
It’s not like I have Barbie’s dream house or anything. They have real problems. And a mortgage. 
And Barbie takes the bus to work because she’s saving up money to have a baby. 
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Because of Ken’s accident, it’s been really hard to do everything herself. And sometimes it’s really 
hard for them to have sex. Because he doesn’t have any legs.

ANDREW
Your Barbies have sex?

BEE
Well, Barbie and Ken are married, so yeah.

ANDREW
Do you even know what sex is?

BEE
Shut up. Of course.

ANDREW
Have you ever seen it?

BEE
No. But I know what it looks like.

ANDREW
How?

BEE
I have a book. And Flora from school showed me once.

ANDREW
She showed you.

BEE
Why all of sudden do you care?

ANDREW
I’m just curious about how the Belgian school system compares with others.

BEE
Have you seen it?

ANDREW
Yeah.

BEE
Where?

ANDREW
On TV. We get a Flemish channel that my dad doesn’t know about.

BEE
But not in person?

ANDREW
No... But I’ve heard it through the walls. Why am I talking about this with you? You better not tell 
your mom.

BEE
I won’t.
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Pause.

BEE
You’re all red in the face.

ANDREW
Well you’re not supposed to talk about stuff like this.

BEE
Are you really angry?

ANDREW
No!

BEE
Are you embarrassed?

ANDREW
No.

BEE
Have you ever had a girlfriend?

ANDREW
No. Once. I was playing this game. When I was like 12. Back in Russia. Like in a closet. And I 
went in with a girl. And she took off her bra, and I brought it back out. But she didn’t, we didn’t... 
She did it under her shirt.

BEE
Like in a small closet?

ANDREW
Tiny. She smelled good too. I remember that.

BEE
I have a Russian doll that smells like cedar wood.

ANDREW
Oh.

BEE
It’s the kind with the babies inside. You can split them open.

ANDREW
Yeah.

BEE
I’m sorry you don’t have a girlfriend.

ANDREW
It’s okay.

BEE
I don’t like anyone in my grade either.

ANDREW
I didn’t say I didn’t like anyone.
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BEE
Who?

ANDREW
Well, there’s this one British girl. She's got this really pretty face, but she has arthritis or 
something so she walks with a limp. But she’s cute.

BEE
Holly Aarons?

ANDREW
You know her?

BEE
Yeah everybody in school does.

ANDREW
Why?

BEE
No reason.

Pause.

BEE
Maybe you should wear a leather jacket. Girls like that.

ANDREW
You’ve been reading too many romance novels.

BEE
I heard this panel on the radio once talking about why women fall for bad boys, and this scientist 
said something about our cavemen roots. You should be badder. 

ANDREW
“I’d rather be hated for who I am, than loved for who I am not.”

BEE
What does that mean?

ANDREW
Kurt Cobain said it. You know Nirvana?

BEE
No. Did he wear a leather jacket?

ANDREW
You wouldn’t understand.

BEE
Fine.

Pause.

ANDREW
My brother has a motorcycle.
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BEE
What’s he like?

ANDREW
Chris, he’s really cool. Not shy. Never gets nervous. I wish I were like that.

BEE
You get nervous?

ANDREW
Sometimes I’ve got this voice in my head judging me before every thing I say. You have that?

BEE
No. I have feelings sometimes though. That are hard to ignore. But no voices.

ANDREW
I’m explaining it wrong.

BEE
I think I get it.

ANDREW
I’m not crazy, it’s just – Chris doesn’t give a shit, you know?

BEE
Maybe you should try to be more like him.

ANDREW
Thanks little sis.

BEE
I’m not your sister.

ANDREW
What, you don’t want to be my sister?

BEE
No.

ANDREW
Am I such a bad guy?

BEE
You said you weren’t.

ANDREW
You want to be my baby bumble bee?

He tickles her.

She laughs.

He stops himself.
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ANDREW
You’re a weird kid.

BEE
You’re not as grown up as you think you are.

ANDREW
I’m more grown up than you. I bet you don’t even think about death.

BEE
I think about death all the time. 

ANDREW
Right.

BEE
I do.  Like I used to do this thing when I was a kid/

ANDREW
Still a kid.

BEE
Where I had to touch my door knob five times before going to sleep. Otherwise my parents 
would die. And if I touched it six times, then I had to do it four more. It had to be a number 
divisible by five, or one of them would get sick and it’d be my fault.

ANDREW
That’s just straight up OCD.

BEE
I know people are going to die, okay? I used to be really scared of it.

ANDREW
And now you’re super friendly with death?

BEE
You see that door?

She points to the unopened door onstage.

ANDREW
Yeah.

BEE
That’s the door to nowhere. You open it and if you step out, you fall down three stories.

ANDREW
Why is it even there then?

BEE
The house used to belong to a painter. She used to pull up her paintings, I guess, pull them up to 
the studio.
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ANDREW
What does the door have to do with –

BEE
I opened it okay. I know where my mom hides the key, and one day I was just so scared of dying, 
of what that would be like, that I got the key and opened it, and I stood out on the ledge and 
looked down for like 20 minutes, and I realized, it’s not so bad. That how I know I’m not scared 
of it anymore.

ANDREW
Where’s the key?

BEE
I can’t tell you.

ANDREW
I want to see.

BEE
Maybe later.

ANDREW
Do you want me to tell your mom that you have the key?

BEE
Why would you say that? Jeez

Pause.

Andrew looks around the room at the half finished paintings on the wall. 

ANDREW
Did she do these? The painter?

BEE
Yeah.

ANDREW
My mom used to paint. 

BEE
Yeah?

ANDREW
Like portraits. And seashells. I have one of her seashell paintings, it’s really beautiful.

BEE
How did she die?

ANDREW
Just suddenly. She had this thing in her brain that just... popped one day. Something she had had 
since she was born. I’m scared of something like that. Something inside of you, you don’t know 
about, just... waiting.

BEE
That’s literally the most scariest thing ever.
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ANDREW
Yeah.

BEE
I don’t think babysitters are supposed to scare people like that.

ANDREW
I thought you didn’t need a babysitter.

BEE
I don’t.

ANDREW
So maybe I’m not your babysitter. Maybe I’m just your neighbor. Come over to hang out.

BEE
Hang out?

ANDREW
Did that sound stupid? It came out wrong.

BEE
No. NO. That sounded good.

ANDREW
I won’t tell your mom about the door, okay? We’ll make a deal. Nobody tells our parents anything. 
Nobody gets in trouble.

BEE
Sure.

ANDREW
You want to swear on it?

BEE
Yeah.

They shake hands.

There is tension.

Andrew pulls away.

ANDREW
Maybe you should go to bed. Since it’s getting late and all. I don’t want your mom to get mad at 
me.

BEE
She doesn’t care.

ANDREW
I’m sure she cares.

BEE
Dad says she’s going through a phase right now.
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ANDREW
A phase?

BEE
Last week, she woke me up in the middle of the night to look at a meteor shower. And two weeks 
ago we stayed up until midnight reading Goosebumps, and then she made me waffles at like one 
in the morning.

ANDREW
That sounds awesome.

Pause.

Bee edges closer to Andrew.

BEE 
What do you want to be when you grow up?

ANDREW
I don’t know.

BEE
You don’t have any idea?

ANDREW
Maybe an archaeologist. Or a paleontologist I think I’d be good at digging up bones and stuff.

BEE
Like Jurassic Park?

ANDREW
More like Indiana Jones.

BEE
Cool.

ANDREW
Course. That’s really hard and everything. You need to know four languages and have a PhD, and 
I’m not very good at languages.

BEE
You can learn.

ANDREW
Maybe. What about you?

BEE
I want to be a radio host. Like my dad. (In a radio voice) This is BEATRICE QUINCY coming at 
you from 89.3 FM, The Spot.

ANDREW
That’s kind of old-fashioned, isn’t it?

BEE
So are dinosaur bones.
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ANDREW
Yeah.

BEE
My dad says radio waves get sent out into outer space. Like they don’t end here, they go on and 
on through the stars. For thousands of years. So even though it might seem like you’re talking to 
an empty room, people are listening. And maybe one day in the future some other planet will 
hear your program. Maybe they’ll learn about us through our radio waves, coming at them, one 
voice at a time.

ANDREW
I like that.

BEE
Me too. Because then you’re never really dead, are you? You’re bouncing around up there.

ANDREW
I could be an astronaut too. I forgot to say that.

BEE
That’d be cool.

ANDREW
It’s sweet you’re into radio.

BEE
I listen all the time. I like the variety hour, and Voice of America, and also sometimes they do 
radio plays. But most of all I like what my dad does. Hard news.

ANDREW
Hard news?

BEE
Like the serious stuff. Not the fluffy pieces. The murders and drugs and dictatorships.

ANDREW
That stuff’s interesting to you?

BEE
Yeah. Sometimes I even... it’s stupid.

ANDREW
I told you my stupid thing.

BEE
Sometimes I like to pretend I’m the middle of whatever story I’m listening to. That it’s happening 
to me. 

ANDREW
What do you mean?

BEE
Like I try to imagine being in a refugee camp. To be poor and not have a lot of food and to never 
know if you’ll go back to your country.

ANDREW
Why do you pretend to be them?
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BEE
To know.

ANDREW
To make yourself feel sad?

BEE
It’s hard to explain.

ANDREW
Is it like a movie kind of thing?

BEE
No. I don’t know. I try and see if I can feel what it’s like to be in a genocide or a drug war.

ANDREW
Okay…

BEE
Or like. I pretend I’m Marie-Celine. You know, the kidnapped girl. And I’m trapped in a dark 
basement. And there’s no light around me. And I can hear Danielle breathe next to me. And 
sometimes a man comes down, and he gives me a few spoonfuls of broth and I don’t dare cry 
because if I do, he’ll hit me or worse. And sometimes I can hear him touch Danielle in the dark, 
and I know that he must touch me too, but maybe it’s when I’m asleep because I’ve never felt it. 
And afterwards I ask Danielle if she’s okay, and maybe she cries a little, and then I tell her a story 
about what it was like before, like when we got ice cream together one day and it had the 
chocolate shell and the green frog on top, and then I tell her about how much ice cream we’re 
going to eat when we get out, and how hard our mommies will hug us because they will have 
missed us so much. And she listens to me, because I'm her best friend and maybe she stops 
crying. 

Long pause.

ANDREW
Wow. That was... detailed.

BEE
It’s not a big deal.

ANDREW
You think about them a lot, eh?

BEE
The girls? 

Pause. 

BEE
They’re my age.

ANDREW
Really?

BEE
It could have been me.
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ANDREW
But it’s not.

BEE
But I would have been better at it than they are. Because I’ve been practicing my whole life for 
something like that. I’m totally ready.

ANDREW
Don’t say that.

BEE
I shouldn’t have told you.

ANDREW
I won’t tell. We swore.

BEE
I can’t help thinking about them. Sometimes I wish something bad would happen to me. Not too 
bad, but a little bad. Just so I would know? Is that the weirdest thing you've ever heard?

ANDREW
I think it’s okay to think about stuff like that. But you just... can’t talk about it. People don’t talk 
about things like that.

BEE
I would stop thinking about them if I could.

ANDREW
Maybe it’s the radio.

BEE
The radio is just how the stories get here. Even without it, they’d still be out there. 

ANDREW
But you wouldn’t know about them.

BEE
Don’t you ever wish you could feel what someone else does?

ANDREW
I don’t know. How old are you?

BEE
10.

ANDREW
Jesus.

BEE
Almost 11.

ANDREW
Right.
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BEE
You never imagine things like that?

ANDREW
Not like bad things. Like... good things you know?

BEE
Good things?

ANDREW
Like with... someone I know. Like a classmate. Or a teacher.

BEE
A teacher?

ANDREW
Nevermind.

Pause.

BEE
What do you imagine doing with them?

ANDREW
Nothing. I’m not talking about this with you. 

BEE
I’m not embarrassed.

ANDREW
Maybe I am.

BEE
Do you imagine kissing them?

ANDREW
Yes...

BEE
And being naked with them?

ANDREW
God.

BEE
Do you imagine tying them up?

ANDREW
(suddenly serious)

No. 

BEE
I think about being tied up. About being Marie Celine. She’s so pretty.

ANDREW
That’s different.
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BEE
I know it’s bad.

ANDREW
It is. 

BEE
But, maybe, maybe you could tie me up?

ANDREW
No.

BEE
Just to see what it feels like.

ANDREW
No!

BEE
Okay.

ANDREW
I can’t do that.

BEE
Why not?

ANDREW
I could get in trouble. You’re just a kid.

BEE
It’s just make-believe. Sometimes I think if I could feel exactly what they do then I wouldn’t have 
to think/ about them all the time. 

ANDREW
I don’t think so, Bee.

BEE
Okay.

Bee goes back playing with her dolls.

BEE
(in a Barbie voice) I bring home the bacon every day and what do you do, you lie there! (in a Ken 
voice) I have no legs. (in a Barbie voice) You’re cheating on me with Skipper, aren’t you?

Andrew laughs uncomfortably.

A pause. 

ANDREW
Does it really make you feel better to imagine those things?

BEE
Yeah. Yeah it does.
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ANDREW
I guess my brother and I used to do something like that.

BEE
What was it?

ANDREW
When I was about 5. Maybe 6. I don’t remember how it started, but sometimes on special 
occasions my brother would put on one of my mom’s dresses, I know that sounds weird, but uh, 
he would hold me on his lap? And sort of rock me. And I felt, I don't know how to – I felt safe, 
I guess. The safest I’ve ever felt. And he'd let me cry on him for as long as I needed to. We never 
told my dad.

BEE
I really do think it’s sad that your mom is dead.

ANDREW
No. I don’t want you – don’t say things like that.

BEE
Sorry.

ANDREW
I’m just saying. Maybe I get it.

BEE
Really?

ANDREW
Yeah.

BEE
Cool.

Pause.

ANDREW
Do you have any?

BEE
What?

ANDREW
Do you have any rope?

Bee jumps up.

BEE
There’s some in the garage. I think. Let me go get some.

A sound.

Bee and Andrew freeze.

KATE
(off-stage)

Bee?
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KATE, Bee’s mom, 34, and JULIAN, Andrew’s dad, 40, enter.

They’re both a little drunk.

KATE
Andy!

JULIAN
How have you guys been?

ANDREW
Good. You guys are back early.

KATE
It was a terrible party, wasn’t it Julian? Just awful.

JULIAN
Well, it was the Swedish embassy.

KATE
I was the drunkest person there and I only had three glasses of wine!

JULIAN
Four.

KATE
Oh, did I embarrass you?

JULIAN
No. The whole room was in love with you. 

BEE
Did they have the kind of food on sticks?

KATE
Yes. Bee, you haven't given me a kiss.  

Bee does.

KATE
And say hello to Julian. 

BEE
Is Dad coming home?

KATE
He’s going to Austria for the week. Didn’t he tell you?

BEE
No.

KATE
Some conference.

ANDREW
Should we go, Dad?
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KATE
Oh come on, stay and have a drink, it's not like you need to drive anywhere, you’re right next 
door.

JULIAN
Better not, I think.

KATE
Is Andy drinking yet, he could have a splash?

BEE
Mom!

ANDREW
I’m okay.

KATE
What? You can have one too.

JULIAN
You’ve been in Europe too long.

KATE
That’s what I've been telling Tom. My morals have gone all crooked. The French give their babies 
wine so I figure a quarter of a glass – build up their tolerance.

BEE
She’s joking.

KATE
I’m joking! I’m joking. I guess I’m not that funny.

ANDREW
Dad.

JULIAN
Well, we really must be off. Andrew has practice in the morning.

ANDREW
I’m not going. I don’t know anyone on the team.

JULIAN
That’s how you’ll get know people on the team. Beatrice, do you play sports?

BEE
I fence.

JULIAN
Excellent.

KATE
She likes to be contrary.

BEE
I just like swords.
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JULIAN
Who doesn’t. Well, Andrew if you don’t like the soccer team maybe you can do fencing with 
Beatrice.

ANDREW
I don’t think so.

JULIAN
Afraid to be beat by a girl?

ANDREW
No.

KATE
Don’t tease him, Julian.

JULIAN
What about tennis? Bee do you play?

BEE
No.

KATE
She’s had lessons for years, she doesn’t like it.

JULIAN
Well, Andrew’s got a knack for it.

KATE
I love a good game.

JULIAN
We should play sometime.

KATE
Great.

JULIAN
Doubles.

Julian starts to leave. 

KATE
Next time, you really should stay for a drink.

JULIAN
Next time. Soon, I’ll get the hang of things and be able to find my own dates.

KATE
Wasn’t I good enough? I introduced you to Claude.  He’s related to everybody you need to know.

JULIAN
You were wonderful.
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ANDREW
We really should go. 

JULIAN
Yes. Yes. Let’s go. 

KATE
You boys have a goodnight. Say goodnight to Andrew, Bee.

BEE
Goodnight Andrew.

ANDREW
Bye. 

They exit.

Kate sits down exhausted on the couch or lies on the floor.

BEE
Are you okay, Mom?

KATE
I really need to eat more before these events – all they had was reindeer sausage and sweetmeat 
lollipops.

Bee goes over to rub her head.

KATE
That feels good. Mmm. Did you have a good time?

BEE
Yeah.

KATE
Andy was nice?

BEE
Andrew.

KATE
Andrew.

BEE
He is nice.

KATE
A little awkward.

BEE
Yeah.
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KATE
Tonight, his dad told me he got suspended last year from his school in Cape Town, I was like 
now you tell me after I’ve left him with my daughter.

BEE
Why did he get suspended?

KATE
Some stupid boy thing. He hit another kid with a chair 

BEE
A chair? 

KATE
Over a teacher – some other boy had insulted.

BEE
Wow.

KATE
Fifteen stitches. Julian had to promise to take him to a therapist and give a large donation so he 
wouldn't get expelled.  

BEE
I can’t imagine him doing something like that. 

KATE
Apparently he used to have quite the anger problem. Julian said it was no longer an issue. He’s 
been adjusted. When I hear things like that I’m glad I don’t have boys.

BEE
No boys.

KATE
When you came out, I was so happy. I thought. One good girl. That’s all I need. I might. Oh. Get 
me –

Bee gets her the trashcan.

KATE
Thanks sweetie.

Kate looks into the trashcan, considering whether she needs to vomit.

Puts it down, picks it back up, puts it down.

BEE
Are you and Dad okay?

KATE
Daddy? We’re fine. Why, did he say something?

BEE
No, it’s just... Julian. You seemed –
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KATE
Julian is harmless. I’m just trying to have a little bit of fun in my last wheeze of youth. And 
Daddy’s the one off with his secretary in Austria for the week.

BEE
I thought you said –

KATE
For work. Of course it’s for work. He can broadcast from anywhere these days. Bullshit bullshit 
bullshit.

BEE
Mom.

KATE
Sorry. Honey. You love me, right?

BEE
Yeah. Of course.

KATE
I love you. I love you so much. We need to tell your Dad to take us back to the States. Back to 
where people are fun, and they speak English and they don’t talk about the state of affairs in 
China at every fucking dinner party. 

BEE
Back to the States?

KATE
Don’t you want to know where you’re from?

BEE
I like it here.

KATE
You have like one friend here.

BEE
Thanks, Mom.

KATE
I’m just saying.

Kate plays with Bee’s hair.

KATE
You would be very popular in Connecticut. Or Maryland. Or Texas. We wouldn't be picky. You 
would be the girl who spoke French and had the inside scoop. 

BEE
I don’t think that’s ever going to be me.

KATE
Just tell your dad. For the good of the family. 
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BEE
Okay Mommy.

Kate looks at the toy chest. 

KATE
How old are you?

BEE
Almost 11.

KATE
Wow. Time is just – Did I ever tell you that we came here on the Concorde? It was so fast and 
romantic. We had champagne and little toasts with brie. Now they’re shutting the Concorde down. 
Too many crashes. Everything changes.

BEE
You’ve told me.

KATE
I might just sleep here. 

BEE
Mom?

KATE
Yeah?

BEE
What did you want to be when you grew up?

KATE
What, when I was your age?

BEE
Yeah.

KATE
(closing her eyes)

Sarah Bernhardt.

BEE
Who’s that?

KATE
She was this actress a long time ago. My mother gave me a picture of her playing Hamlet and I 
thought that was the most romantic thing. 

BEE
So you wanted to act?

KATE
Yeah. I guess I did. It wasn't very practical. I auditioned for the part of Juliet at Georgetown, but I 
didn't – I ended up getting a great job as a press liaison working for a lobbyist group. That's how 
I met your dad. And he, you know, he was going to change the world, and he wanted to take me 
with him. 
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BEE
But you wanted to have kids, right? 

KATE
Of course. Well, I did when I met your dad. He had those eyes, like... I’m going to put a baby 
inside of you, and you’re going to like it.

BEE
Mom. Gross.

KATE
Is everything okay, Bee-Bee?

BEE
Yeah.

KATE
See if your dad’s on the radio.

She shuts her eyes. 

Bee turns on the radio.

She listens as the stage slowly goes dark. By the end of the Man's broadcast, the audience is 
in complete darkness.

MAN
And now it’s time for Tom’s Thoughts Tonight. I’d like to talk about the avoidance behavior going 
on today, right here in this country.  Last year, the trial of Andre Cools showed that we let 
murderers go, if they're related to politicians. Last week, Belgium's own parliament filibustered to 
prevent the creation of a commission investigating the events in Rwanda, including the murder of 
the ten Belgian paratroopers. Why is that? Why could that be? Is there something a political 
leader wants to hide? Would we have to acknowledge that we didn't do enough, that it was our 
own positioning of the Hutus and the Tutsis back in the colonial period that led to genocide? 
You know, I'm American by birth, but this country has become my own in recent years, and I 
want my country to face what it's hiding. And now.  Now these two girls still missing after how 
many months, only their parents seem to be doing anything about it. It's just so boring for the 
listeners, for the readers, the watchers. Pas de nouvelles. Pas de nouvelles. People, the lack of 
news is news itself. How many disappearances will it take, before we actually care? 
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Part Two. November 1995.

Kate and Julian are dancing.

A cover of Frank Sinatra is playing in the background.

There are moments of static in the song.

Kate puts her head on Julian’s shoulder.

KATE
Sometimes I want to run away with you.

JULIAN
What did you say? 

KATE
Nothing. 

JULIAN
I. Hang on. Um.

Julian puts some distance in between them.

KATE
No, don’t. I want to dance some more.

JULIAN
The kids are downstairs.

KATE
Come on. I love Frank Sinatra. Isn’t his voice silky?

JULIAN
Isn’t this a cover?

KATE
Don’t spoil it, Jules.

There is suddenly more static in the song.

KATE
Fuck.

Kate goes to turn the radio off.

KATE
This stupid piece of shit. You think they’d give him a better radio.

JULIAN
Is he coming home later?

KATE
Not until after midnight. Let’s dance without music.

She presses him against her.
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Julian pushes her away.

JULIAN
I just don’t want to... I don’t want to make things complicated.

KATE
I’m uncomplicated. Don’t worry.

JULIAN
Does he know?

KATE
He understands. We have an understanding.

JULIAN
An understanding?

KATE
I understand. And I don’t worry about what he understands. Come on.

JULIAN
Kate.

KATE
Touch me.

JULIAN
This has to stop.

KATE
Usually I’m the one begging for you to stop.

JULIAN
I’m serious.

KATE
But you never listen, do you?

JULIAN
I have to think about Andrew.

KATE
Andrew is going to leave you one day.

JULIAN
And I might be gone too. Who knows when they’re going to transfer me?

KATE
So let’s not worry about it.

JULIAN
And then what?

KATE
You’ll leave me here alone to rot. I’ll get unpretty all by myself. Or you can take me with you.
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JULIAN
You know I can’t do that. Someone in my position, I can’t be seen –

KATE
Claude told me he’s going to get you a meeting with Helène.

JULIAN
And I appreciate that, Kate, I really do, I just don’t want to blur things, or take advantage of you. 

KATE
I do favors for you because I like you. Nothing more. Us. Not us. It doesn’t matter.

JULIAN
I don’t believe you.

KATE
So don’t believe me. Let's keep dancing. I feel good. These days, I'm feeling good.

JULIAN
It’s not that I want to stop, it’s –

KATE
So don’t –

JULIAN
just that I don’t want it to get dangerous.

KATE
Dangerous.

JULIAN
With expectations. And. And. Dreams.

KATE
Ah.

JULIAN
Not that I’m thinking...

KATE
Is that what this is about? I was joking when I said I wanted to run away with you. It’s something 
you say in the moment. It’s going to be fine.

JULIAN
Well I don’t want to mislead –

KATE
Jules, allow me my little fantasies, okay? I’m not one of your ordinary clingy married women. I 
don’t think about Aruba when you’re fucking me.

JULIAN
I’m a good person.
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KATE
I know you are. And so am I. We’re good people trying to live in this fucked up world.

JULIAN
That’s why I think that this is not the right 

KATE
(lighting a cigarette)

How many married women have you slept with anyway? Are you just more attracted to the chase 
or is it easier that way?

JULIAN
Stop it, Kate.

KATE
Five? Ten? Maybe more? The handsome widowed diplomat swirls into town, all the ladies lift 
their skirts.

JULIAN
It’s not like that.

KATE
But I don’t care if it is. That’s the point. I don’t want you to myself, I just want you.

JULIAN
I don’t want to be part of your plan to make your husband care.

KATE
Is that what you think? Honestly.

JULIAN
I don’t know.

KATE
Why can’t I just want what I want?  I married Tom when I was 22 years old. God, I’ve only slept 
with three people, including you. I’m 34 now. I’m not so old. Do you think I’m old?

JULIAN
Of course not.

KATE
I don’t want to be 40 and look back and think – what was that? Where did that go, you know?

JULIAN
Hey, 40’s not that old.

KATE
40 and nothing to show for it is.

JULIAN
You have Bee.

KATE
Right. 7 more years until I can do wherever the fuck I want. You know I go to the grocery store 
and I still feel like a foreigner. 11 years. And I still don’t think in kilograms. What have I got to 
show for it?
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JULIAN
You’re a good cook.

KATE
Fuck you. 

JULIAN
Move back now.

KATE
It’s too late. I haven’t been allowed to work in so long, there's nothing on my resume that would 
make anyone look at me twice. Here at least, I have my contacts, I have my fingers in things, or I 
like to pretend that I do.

JULIAN
I’ve seen the way people look at you at those parties –

KATE
Unfortunately, that kind of look isn’t redeemable. I could go back to my parents, become a ski 
bum in Boulder, but somehow… No, I’ll wait for Bee. And then see what I can do.

JULIAN
You’re feeling sorry for yourself.

KATE
Aren’t I making you feel sorry for me?

JULIAN
No.

He pins her to the wall.

JULIAN
You want to be fucked?

KATE
Yes please.

He kisses her, puts his hand up her dress.

Bee walks in holding a pile of rope.

She turns away but not before Kate sees her.

Kate and Julian separate.

KATE
It’s late. You should be in bed.

BEE
(hiding rope)

Oh, sorry I didn’t know you were already home.

KATE
Julian brought me home a little while ago. Where’s Andrew?
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BEE
Downstairs.

JULIAN
Hi Beatrice.

BEE
Hi, Mr. Tate.

KATE
What are you doing with that rope?

BEE
Putting it away.

KATE
But what were you doing with it?

BEE
Working on a school project. Jeez. Mom. Leave me alone.

KATE
Well put it down then. Jeez. You'll give yourself rope burn.   

BEE
Fine.

She puts the rope away.  

KATE
Go get Andrew and tell him his father's waiting.

BEE
Didn’t you quit smoking?

She exits.

KATE
(stubbing out her cigarette)

Jesus.

JULIAN
Did she see?

KATE
I don’t think so. She’d probably would have right out and said it if she had. “I’ll tell Daddy.”

JULIAN
Don’t be so hard on her.

KATE
She has an attitude about everything these days.

JULIAN
She’s that age.
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KATE
You take her then.

JULIAN
No thanks, I've got a son to raise. 

KATE
I’ll trade you. I used to think girls were better, now it's like, sometimes I think I've raised a 
monster. 

JULIAN
She takes after you.  

She goes to slap him. 

He grabs her arm, holds it. 

Step apart from each other.

Andrew and Bee enter.

ANDREW
Hey Dad.

JULIAN
Hey kiddo. You ready?

ANDREW
Yeah.

KATE
Thanks so much, Andrew.

She hands him an envelope.

ANDREW
Thanks Kate.

JULIAN
Mrs. Quincy.

ANDREW
She told me I could call/ her –

JULIAN
Mrs. Quincy.

KATE
It’s fine.

ANDREW
Thanks, Mrs. Quincy.

Andrew doesn’t look at Bee.
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ANDREW
Bye, Bee.

BEE
See you at school.

He exits.

Julian shrugs, starts to exit.

JULIAN
See you later.

He exits.

Kate sinks on the couch.

KATE
Come here.

BEE
It’s late.

KATE
Come here and snuggle with me.

BEE
I don’t feel like it.

KATE
Get over here.

Kate cuddles with Bee rather forcefully.

KATE
See. Isn’t this nice? I used to cuddle with my mom every night. Sometimes I’d fall asleep and my 
dad would have to pick me up and carry me out. But sometimes he’d let me sleep there and he’d 
sleep in my little bed where his feet hung over the edge. And I’d wake up with my mother’s arms 
wrapped around me.

A pause. 

BEE
You smell sour.

Kate releases her.

KATE
How’s school going?

BEE
School's fine.
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KATE
Is that Danish girl still bothering you?

BEE
No, she’s okay.

KATE
What happened?

BEE
Andrew talked to her.

KATE
Andrew? This Andrew?

BEE
He told her to leave me alone or –

KATE
He threatened her?

BEE
I think it was more like – or he'll tell the other boys she's really lame. 

KATE
He shouldn’t be threatening 5th graders.

BEE
He was just helping.

KATE
You should have told your teacher not him.

BEE
Fine. 

Pause.

KATE
What time is it? 

BEE
Maybe Dad’s still on the radio.

Bee goes over to turn it on. 

MAN
Breaking news. On the basis of an anonymous letter sent to the Federal Belgian Police... (crackle) 
the fathers of Danielle and Marie-Celine are on their way to Brazil (crackle)... The letter writer/ 
claims to have witnessed the girls being taken by a couple from Mexico (crackle)

KATE
Turn it off. The connection is agony.

BEE
Wait. He’s talking about Marie Celine.
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MAN
The writer expresses remorse for having stayed silent, and claims that a TF1 television program 
on the girls' disappearance/

KATE
I said turn it off.

MAN
inspired him to come forward. (crackle) Police have publicly expressed doubts as to the 
credibility of the witness/ while (crackle) fathers point to the police force's own incompetence 
(crackle) what leads are they following –

Kate turns it off.

KATE
I can’t stand it when it sounds like that.

BEE
He was talking about the girls.

KATE
You shouldn’t be obsessing about them so late at night.

BEE
Mom, come on. It’s still early.

KATE
Go to bed.

BEE
I want to wait for Dad.

KATE
I said, go to bed. I have a headache.

Bee heads for the door.

KATE
Bee?

She turns back.

BEE
What?

KATE
A hug?

Bee goes over reluctantly.

Her mom hugs her hard. For a long moment. She strokes her head.

KATE
Sleep well, okay?

Bee leaves.
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Kate goes to light another cigarette.

She looks at the hand that was stroking Bee.

There is blood on it.

KATE
(calling out)

Bee? Were you painting?

She exits.

The radio switches on.

The Man tries to say something... but can't. 

Instead, only the sound of static.
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Part Three. March 1996.

Andrew is lying on the couch throwing a ball up and down.

Bee is reading a book with a Barbie on her lap.

ANDREW
You ever listen to The Vaselines?

BEE
No.

ANDREW
They’re good. Really good. Kurt Cobain discovered them. That song, “Jesus Doesn’t Want Me for 
a Sunbeam,” that's a cover of them.

BEE
Jesus what?

ANDREW
Doesn’t want me for a sunbeam.

BEE
I don’t get it.

ANDREW
Never mind.

Pause.

ANDREW
What are you reading?

BEE
Harriet the Spy.

ANDREW
Again?

BEE
It’s fun.

ANDREW
It’s too easy for you.

Pause.

ANDREW
Do you want to go to the park? 

BEE
It's raining. 
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ANDREW
We can play Street Fighter at my house. 

BEE
I think my mom wants us to stay here.

ANDREW
Did she say that?

BEE
Let's just stay. 

Pause.

ANDREW
Alright. Yeah.

Andrew tosses her the ball.

ANDREW
I’m starving. You have anything in the fridge?

BEE
There’s some veal downstairs.

ANDREW
Gross. Baby cow.

BEE
Moo.

ANDREW
Moo.

BEE
There’s some Fruit by the Foot in the drawer.

He goes to get some.

ANDREW
Awesome.

BEE
Dad brought it back from his trip.

ANDREW
I haven’t had this stuff in ages.

He opens it, tries it.

BEE
Mom says it reminds her of home.

Andrew puts pieces of the red candy on his teeth.

ANDREW
I vant to suck your blood!
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BEE
You look like a grandpa.

ANDREW
Come here little girl, Count Dracula’s hungry.

BEE
Stop it.

ANDREW
Muhahaha.

He takes it off.

ANDREW
You ever have Count Chocula?

BEE
What’s that?

ANDREW
It’s a chocolate flavored cereal.

He continues to eat.

BEE
Give me some.

He hands her a piece.

She puts it over her mouth, like a gag.

BEE
(muffled)

Ennn. Erhhh.

He gently takes it from her mouth, hands it to her.

ANDREW
Just eat it.

She does.

BEE
Ugh. Tastes like grape.

ANDREW
It’s not grape. It’s just purple. It tastes like purple.

BEE
Grape.

ANDREW
That’s in your head.

Andrew goes back over to the couch.
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BEE
Did I tell you about this girl?

ANDREW
What girl?

BEE
You’d like her. This Senegalese girl in my class.

ANDREW
No, you didn’t tell me.

BEE
I don’t know. She said she might come over.

ANDREW
Today?

BEE
Yeah. She wanted to see the newts. 

ANDREW
Oh.

BEE
Can you tear me off a blue piece?

He does.

ANDREW
Does your mom know that she’s coming?

BEE
I told her.

ANDREW
What she say?

BEE
She was all for it. “You’re like me. It’s hard for us to make girl friends.” She thinks we get along 
better with boys.

ANDREW
You think?

BEE
I don’t know. She has some girl friend lately, I always hear her crying on the phone, but 
whenever I ask her about it, she says it's the insurance company. 

ANDREW
What’s her name?

BEE
Who? Oh. Soraya.

ANDREW
And she’s from Senegal?
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BEE
Yeah.

ANDREW
Cool.

BEE
Her dad does something in politics. You can ask if he works with your dad.

ANDREW
I don’t know. I might still go to the park.

BEE
I think it would be fun for you to stay.

ANDREW
Cool.

Andrew kicks the ball.

ANDREW
When’s your mom coming back?

BEE
Not until tonight, I don't think. 

Pause.

BEE
Why doesn’t your dad call her back?

ANDREW
Does he not? I don’t know.

BEE
Does he tell you not to pick up?

ANDREW
That’s his office phone. I don’t ever pick it up.

BEE
She really likes him, you know.

ANDREW
Okay.

BEE
She just wants to be friends.

ANDREW
My dad… He has a different woman every month. I don’t ask.

BEE
So he doesn’t like my mom –

ANDREW
I don’t know! They’ll figure it out. It’s not our business.
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BEE
Okay.

ANDREW
Why do you know so much about your mom’s affairs?

BEE
Don’t say it like that.

ANDREW
What about your dad?

BEE
She says he’s... with his secretary.

ANDREW
Is it true?

BEE
Sometimes a woman calls here to ask for him. She hangs up if my mom answers.

ANDREW
And if you do?

BEE
“Is your daddy there?”

ANDREW
Bitch.

BEE
Yeah.

ANDREW
That is seriously fucked up.

BEE
I know.

ANDREW
When I get married, that’s not going to happen to me. I’m going to marry someone I love, and it’s 
going to be forever.

BEE
You think?

ANDREW
I know. It’s different with my dad. He loved my mom. He never would have... if she were still alive.

BEE
How do you know?

ANDREW
I just do.
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BEE
Maybe he would have.

ANDREW
He wouldn’t have.

BEE
But maybe.

ANDREW
No.

BEE
Maybe she died before he could fall out of love with her.

ANDREW
Fuck you. Fuck you. Fuck you. 

A stunned silence.

BEE
Sorry.

ANDREW
Don’t talk like that.

BEE
I won’t.

ANDREW
It’s my mom, okay?

BEE
Okay. You were like angry for real, weren’t you? Your, like, your whole body changed.

ANDREW
I’m sorry.

BEE
No, it’s okay. I didn’t mind.

Pause.

ANDREW
He really did love her though. You can tell from the pictures. That’s why he doesn’t want to get 
married ever again.

BEE
I believe you.

ANDREW
I don’t need you to believe me, because it’s just true.

BEE
Right.

Pause.
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BEE
That’s cool she was a painter.

ANDREW
Yeah. She was really good. I wish I were good at stuff like that.

BEE
You think the painter who used to live here is dead?

ANDREW
Who?

BEE
You know, the one who painted that stuff on the walls?

ANDREW
I don’t know.

BEE
I bet she is. I bet she was really sad all of the time so she never went to any parties and just stayed 
here trying to paint something bigger and bigger until one day she painted something so big that 
it didn’t fit through the door to nowhere so she decided to move someplace with bigger doors. 
Or maybe she just died right here.

ANDREW
I don’t care.

BEE
You don't have to be mean. I was just wondering.

Andrew looks to the door.

ANDREW
Where does your mom keep that key, by the way?

BEE
The key.

ANDREW
To the door?

BEE
Why?

ANDREW
You were going to tell me.

BEE
I don’t want to.

ANDREW
(forcefully)

You better tell me. 

Pause. 
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BEE
I think she threw it away. 

ANDREW
Bee, where is it. 

BEE
In her underwear drawer, okay?

ANDREW
We should open it.

BEE
Let’s wait until Soraya gets here. Maybe she wants to see.

ANDREW
Fine. Later then.

Long pause.

ANDREW
I’m bored.

BEE
Let's turn on the radio.

ANDREW
Nah.

BEE
Why not?

ANDREW
Not in the mood.

Pause.

BEE
You want to hear a joke?

ANDREW
Sure.

BEE
It’s really stupid. Jean and Tomas were telling it and they’re idiots –

ANDREW
Tell it.

BEE
Okay. I might forget how it goes. But okay, so there’s this girl and she likes this boy but this boy 
is really good, okay, he doesn’t do anything bad because he’s so scared of his mother – he obeys 
her religiously, huge mamma’s boy, but this girl has this big crush on him, right, like GIANT 
crush, so she asks him out and he says no, because he knows he’s not allowed. But this girl is like, 
hey, if you don’t go out with me, I’ll tell your mom you went out with me, even though that’d be a 
lie, obviously, and the boy doesn’t want to get in trouble so he says, okay, I’ll go out with you, and 
they go to a movie. 
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And when it’s over, the girl’s like I want to come over, and he says no, and she says if you don’t 
let me I’ll tell your mom that I came over. So he lets her come over. And it goes on like this for a 
while. I’ll tell your mom you took a shower with me, so he does. I’ll tell your mom that you got 
into bed with me, so he does. He does everything she says because he doesn’t want to get in 
trouble. And finally, they’re in bed, and she says, I want to have sex with you, and he’s like no way, 
Jose! And she says if you don't have sex with me, I’ll tell your mom that you had sex with me. So 
he has to, obviously, and after a few moments, she’s like okay, that’s good, stop, and he doesn’t 
stop, and she’s like, no really, seriously, stop, but he doesn’t and she’s getting scared, and she’s like 
if you don’t stop, I’ll tell your mother that you stopped having sex with me. And he says, Who 
gives a fuck?

Long pause.

BEE
Maybe I messed it up, I think it was supposed to be –

ANDREW
I get it.

BEE
I told you it wasn’t funny.

ANDREW
It was funny.

BEE
Just something I heard.

ANDREW
What made you think of it?

BEE
I don’t know.

ANDREW
I’m just wondering if there’s like a reason you told it to me. At this particular moment in time.

BEE
Not really.

The doorbell rings.

BEE
Soraya.

Bee exits.

Andrew picks up the ball again.

Bee returns with Soraya, a black girl, about 11 years old. She’s damp from the rain and 
holding her bike helmet.

BEE
There are towels up here. You're soaked. 
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SORAYA
It's wet outside.

Bee crosses to where the towels are kept.

ANDREW
Hey. What’s up?

He goes over to her.

BEE
(from across the room)

This is Andrew.

ANDREW
Andrew.

SORAYA
Soraya. It's nice to meet you. 

Soraya leans over to give him the standard three cheek kisses.

Andrew fumbles, tries to shake her hand instead.

Bee hands Soraya a towel.

BEE
Don’t be so awkward, Andrew.

ANDREW
Shut up.

BEE
I told you he was tall, right?

SORAYA
My brother’s taller.

ANDREW
You guys talked about me?

BEE
No.

Pause.

SORAYA
Thank you for inviting me over.

BEE
Of course. You’re welcome.

SORAYA
You have a very nice house. 
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ANDREW
Oh thank you.

BEE
She was talking to me, Andrew.

ANDREW
Yeah. Uh. That was a joke.

BEE
Ignore him. Thank you.

SORAYA
And you have a pond in the back?

BEE
With the newts.

SORAYA
Oh, I like lizards.

BEE
Me too! I like the big ones the best though.

SORAYA
I like all types.

BEE
These ones have the orange bellies. You can catch them and pet them but you have to be very 
careful.

SORAYA
Alright.

BEE
Once I dropped one of little ones on the thorn bush and its stomach got split open and I put it 
back in the water but I might have killed it.

ANDREW
Did you ever find the body?

BEE
No.

ANDREW
So maybe it was fine.

BEE
Or maybe it floated to the top and a crow ate it.

SORAYA
I would love to see them.
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BEE
When it stops raining.

SORAYA
Oh. Alright.

Pause.

BEE
Soraya’s from Senegal.

ANDREW
You said that. 

SORAYA
Dakar.

ANDREW
(abruptly)

I used to live in South Africa.

The two girls look at him.

SORAYA
Really?

ANDREW
(quickly)

Yeah. Cape Town. It was really crazy. We had these bars on the top of the stairs, so every night 
before you went to bed, you had to put the bars down so if anyone broke in they couldn’t get up 
to the bedrooms.

SORAYA
Did anyone ever break in?

ANDREW
No.

BEE
You never told me about the bars.

ANDREW
It never came up.

Pause.

SORAYA
I’ve never been to South Africa.

BEE
Senegal’s completely different. Right, Soraya?

SORAYA
Yes. But I haven’t lived there since I was four.

BEE
But you go back a lot, right?
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SORAYA
Summers, usually.

BEE
Cool.

SORAYA
Except last summer, we stayed in Paris.

ANDREW
Paris. Pretty fancy.

SORAYA
All my friends are there. I miss it.

ANDREW
I know that story.

BEE
You don’t like it here?

SORAYA
There’s nothing to do here. 

BEE
Have you ever been to the Sonian Forest?

SORAYA
What’s that?

BEE
If you like newts, it’s even better than my backyard. They have frogs there and wild boar, and 
tons of trees and paths. It’s where the Battle of Waterloo was. Right around here.

SORAYA
Oh.

BEE
Once it was raining so hard that all these frogs came out, it was almost raining frogs, and I got 
stuck on this path so I couldn’t even step forward without squishing one. It was really cool.

SORAYA
I would love to see it.

BEE
You gotta go with an adult, ever since Marie-Celine and Danielle disappeared. There’s a sign. No 
unsupervised children. 

SORAYA
It’s terrible isn’t it? What happened to them?

ANDREW
Awful.

SORAYA
I see their pictures everywhere. All the cafes and restaurants. Someone even handed my mother a 
pamphlet at the grocery store. She got so angry.
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BEE
Why?

SORAYA
She didn’t want me to see it.

BEE
That’s stupid. I mean. We have to keep looking for them, putting the word out there. The police 
are doing nothing.

ANDREW
You sound like your dad.

BEE
Well he’s right. We can’t let people forget.

SORAYA
My mother says they’re probably dead.

BEE
Well, she’s wrong.

SORAYA
Isn’t that how those stories always end? 

BEE
Not always. Sometimes they get found.

ANDREW
The chances are low, she’s right.

BEE
Low, but not zero. It’s more than a zero percent chance.

Pause.

ANDREW
Is it still raining?

BEE
Sounds like it.

SORAYA
I detest the rain.

BEE
Yeah. Me too. We can do something inside if you want.

SORAYA
Like what?

BEE
Let’s play pretend.
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ANDREW
Bee.

BEE
What, you can play too, Andrew.

ANDREW
I don’t want to play.

BEE
He thinks he’s too old.

SORAYA
I like pretend.

BEE
Remember who we were at recess the other day?

SORAYA
You were Diamant. I was Cristal. Right? 

ANDREW
Who are they?

BEE
African princesses. But we’ve been orphaned so we’re wandering around this war-ravaged land.

ANDREW
You guys are such children.

BEE
Who should Andrew be?

SORAYA
The Prince.

BEE
Nah. He should be the evil King.

SORAYA
The one who’s after us?

BEE
Yeah. Andrew. You’re after us.

ANDREW
I’m not playing.

BEE
Come on. It’ll be fun.

ANDREW
Bee.

BEE
You don’t have to do anything yet. We need disguises first.
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Bee opens her toy chest, begins pulling out scarves and play costumes.

Soraya wraps a glittery shawl around her.

SORAYA
Is this too royal?

BEE
Definitely. Here, put something ugly over it. Otherwise, people will be able to tell you’re a 
princess.

Bee puts a burlap cloth over Soraya.

SORAYA
Like this, dear sister?

BEE
That’s very good.

Bee puts on a hat, stuffing her hair up inside it.

BEE
I’m going to pretend I’m a boy, because it’s safer that way.

SORAYA
Should I be a boy also?

BEE
No Cristal. Nobody would believe you. You pretend to be my servant. Then no one will ask 
questions.

SORAYA
Why can’t I still be your sister?

BEE
Because they’re looking for two sisters. Not a boy and his servant.

ANDREW
You guys are ridiculous.

Andrew starts to exit.

BEE
Where are you going?

ANDREW
I’m suddenly in the mood for some baby cow.

He goes downstairs.

BEE
(calling out)

You’re supposed to be watching me!

Pause.
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SORAYA
Is he alright?

BEE
Yeah. He’s just. Awkward sometimes.

Soraya finds a bag in the toy chest.

SORAYA
We can put our provisions in here.

BEE
You think he’s cute?

Soraya shrugs.

BEE
I know what you mean. He thinks you’re cute. I can tell.

SORAYA
Really?

BEE
Yeah. I think that’s why he got so weird, maybe.

SORAYA
He’s sort of. Old.

BEE
I know. It’s disgusting.

Soraya puts a ribbon around her waist.

SORAYA
With a belt, do you think?

BEE
Yes. Definitely. Belts are always useful. We can use them if we need to stop the bleeding.

SORAYA
Bleeding –

BEE
If one of us gets hurt. Or we run into someone who needs us.

SORAYA
Are we in the forest now?

BEE
Yes. Far from home. It looks like the Sonian Forest here. Everything is very dark.

Bee turns off the floor lamp.

BEE
Hold my hand.

Soraya does.
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BEE
There’s something over there. Quick, get on the couch.

They jump on the couch.

BEE
Did you see that?

SORAYA
Yes.

BEE
Was it what I thought it was?

SORAYA
Most definitely.

BEE
Shit.

Bee grabs the blanket.

BEE
Get under this.

Soraya wraps it around them.

BEE
What we need is a weapon.

SORAYA
I miss our old life.

BEE
Me too.

SORAYA
I miss our mother. 

BEE
She was so nice. 

SORAYA
She would feed us macaroons. Remember the macaroons?

BEE
They were delicious.

SORAYA
And the baguettes! I’m so hungry.

BEE
Here.

Bee finds some Fruit by the Foot.
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BEE
Eat this.

SORAYA
What is it?

BEE
It’s what the peasants eat. Try it.

SORAYA
I’m so weak.

BEE
Quick. I’ll feed it to you.

Bee opens it, tears off a piece.

BEE
Open up, sister.

She puts it in Soraya's mouth.

SORAYA
It’s not terrible.

BEE
We must be very brave now. And eat awful things.

SORAYA
Yes.

BEE
African food. Nuts and berries.

SORAYA
African food?

BEE
Like, you know. Dirty rice out of wooden bowls with our hands. That sort of thing.

SORAYA
That's not African food.

BEE
Okay, but in this game it is.

SORAYA
Where in Africa are we?

BEE
The forest.

SORAYA
Which forest?

BEE
The rainforest.
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SORAYA
Bee, I think you have the wrong idea –

BEE
Diamant. Call me Diamant. Or Luke if you want to use my code name.

SORAYA
Diamant, listen, are you positive we are in the rainforest –

Bee jumps up.

BEE
Did you hear that?

SORAYA
What?

BEE
I hope it’s not him.

SORAYA
Who?

BEE
Listen.

SORAYA
I hear it. A rustling.

BEE
A machete through the grass.

SORAYA
Is it the evil King?

BEE
Worse. The Warlord.

SORAYA
The warlord?

BEE
He has a whole army of boys. Or so I’ve heard. Nobody who sees him ever survives. If he finds 
us, he’ll kill us for sure. Or worse.

SORAYA
Worse?

BEE
You must know what men like him do to girls like us.

A silence.
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SORAYA
Yes.

BEE
We can’t let him.

SORAYA
We mustn’t.

BEE
If he…sees us. We got to pretend okay, we got to pretend that I’m already in his army. One of his 
boys. And you – You’re already my prisoner. If he finds us, I’ll just –

Bee takes the burlap cloth, wraps Soraya up.

BEE
I’ll wrap you up like this. I’ll hold your hands like this.

She pins Soraya.

SORAYA
Bee. Stop.

Bee hears footsteps on the stairs.

She releases Soraya a bit.

BEE
He’s coming. He’s coming.

SORAYA
Stop it!

Andrew enters.

BEE
He’s here.

Andrew looks at the two girls.

ANDREW
What the hell are you doing?

BEE
You’re the Warlord. Andrew. Please.

Andrew doesn’t move.

SORAYA
I don’t want to play anymore.

Soraya stands up, starts taking off her costume.

BEE
We can play something else.
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Soraya looks at Andrew and Bee.

SORAYA
It’s not like that.

BEE
What?

SORAYA
Africa’s not some big country filled with warlords and boy soldiers.

BEE
I know that. 

SORAYA
Senegal’s not like that. Why do you try to make it something it’s not?

BEE
What do you mean?

Soraya looks to Andrew.

ANDREW
She’s sorry.

BEE
God. I didn’t know you were so sensitive.

SORAYA
Everyone’s right about you.

BEE
Who?

SORAYA
I ignored them. I wanted to be your friend.  

BEE
What did they say?

SORAYA
Something’s wrong with you.

BEE
Shut up.

ANDREW
Guys. Come on. Let’s kiss and make up.

Soraya looks at Andrew.

SORAYA
You’re just like her. You’re all the same.

BEE
I was just playing. 
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SORAYA
Excuse me. I have to go.

BEE
I thought you would understand.

Soraya heads for the door.

Andrew blocks her exit.

SORAYA
Let me out.

ANDREW
She’s tired. Okay? She’s tired.

SORAYA
What?

ANDREW
It was just a game. You don’t have to tell anybody about it.

SORAYA
Fine.

She tries to leave. 

ANDREW
Say you won’t.

SORAYA
I won’t.

ANDREW
(simultaneous with Bee)

Promise.

BEE
(simultaneous with Andrew)

Let her out, Andrew.

SORAYA
I won’t. I promise. 

Andrew moves to make way for her.

SORAYA
I hope you feel better soon.

BEE
(quietly)

I am sorry.

Soraya exits.

Bee buries herself in the couch.
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Andrew approaches her.

ANDREW
Shh.

BEE
I just wanted to show her.

ANDREW
I know.

BEE
I just wanted a friend.

ANDREW
You wanted a Danielle.

BEE
No.

Pause.

BEE
Yes.

ANDREW
I get it.

He wraps her in the blanket.

BEE
Andrew. What’s wrong with me?

He takes the Fruit by the Foot, unwraps a long piece of it.

ANDREW
Marie-Celine. Are you trying to escape?

Bee shakes her head.

ANDREW
I hope not.

He takes the Fruit by the Foot, wraps it around her face.

ANDREW
Be a good little girl. 

Bee struggles.

Andrew pretends to strangle her with the inside of his arm.

ANDREW
He can’t stand to look at them. He makes them face the wall, he doesn’t –

Andrew stops.
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Kate has entered.

KATE
What the fuck.

Bee takes off the Fruit by the Foot.

She sees her mother.

BEE
Oh my god. 

She collapses.

ANDREW
Mrs. Quincy, let me explain. 

KATE
Go to your room, Bee.

BEE
He wasn’t hurting me. I can’t be hurt.

KATE
Shut up. One more time, Bee. Go to your room. 

Bee exits, looks at Andrew.

Andrew stands there.

KATE
What do you think you’re doing?

ANDREW
It’s not –

KATE
In my house. I pay you to be here, and you – your father told me about you.

ANDREW
Mrs. Quincy.

KATE
What did you do? Exactly. What did you do to her? 

ANDREW
Mrs. Quincy, nothing happened. It wasn’t like that.

KATE
Nothing happened?

ANDREW
Not in the way you’re thinking.

KATE
Now you know what I’m thinking.
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ANDREW
I can imagine.

KATE
You know why you know that Andrew. Because you are an adult. You are an adult and Bee is a 
child. You took advantage of a child.

ANDREW
It was just a game./ She needs someone to – she’s so lonely, Mrs. Quincy.

KATE
Get out. Get the fuck out of my house. Tell your father, I’ll be calling him. Tell him he better pick 
up this time, or I’ll call the police.

ANDREW
Please don’t, Mrs. Quincy.

KATE
Out.

He exits, picking his stuff up as he goes.

Kate collapses on the couch.

She takes a deep breath.

The radio turns on. 

MAN
After 18 months of no reported leads, the Belgian Federal Police have just issued a statement that 
they have arrested the man believed responsible for the recent spate of kidnappings. Marc 
Dutroux, a 34 year old unemployed electrician, is now in custody. Based on physical evidence 
found in the cellar of his home, and a statement from Dutroux’s wife and suspected accomplice, 
the police are now excavating the property. Obviously this is a sad day for Belgians. A sad day for 
me, when I hoped, I had hoped it would not come to this. A sad day for parents and... children 
around the world.
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Part Four. April 1996. 

Bee is playing by herself.

A disheveled Julian enters, slightly wet from the rain.

Bee turns around.

BEE
Mr. Tate. Andrew’s not here. He hasn’t been over here since…

Julian sits down.

BEE
Are you okay?

Julian looks at her.

JULIAN
Is Kate home?

BEE
No.

JULIAN
Tom?

BEE
No.

JULIAN
Typical.

They sit in silence for a moment.

BEE
Mom just went out for groceries. The new babysitter is going to be here soon though.

JULIAN
Another innocent teenager?

BEE
No. She’s a child psychologist. Or studying to be one.

JULIAN
Probably a better choice for someone like you.

BEE
She played rugby in school. She’s really big.

JULIAN
Ah.
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BEE
Why are you here?

JULIAN
I’m waiting for your mother.

BEE
I can tell her you stopped by.

JULIAN
I’ll just wait here.

BEE
I don’t know if you should. Um. She might get upset.

JULIAN
Upset?

BEE
Yeah.

JULIAN
Upset.

Pause.

BEE
Mr. Tate, are you okay?

JULIAN
Do I look okay?

BEE
Not really.

JULIAN
Then I would say my outer state is a pretty good approximation of my inner state.

Pause.

BEE
Do you want something to eat? Some candy? I could get you some sherry. I know where my mom 
keeps it. 

JULIAN
Of course you do.

BEE
Maybe I’ll go make myself some mac and cheese. I’m kinda hungry. I don’t know, I didn’t eat 
lunch. You can just stay here and wait and I’ll be back –

JULIAN
Bee.

BEE
Yeah?
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JULIAN
Did he hurt you?

BEE
I don’t think I’m supposed/ to talk about –

JULIAN
Supposed to? Now you’re concerned with what you’re supposed to do?

BEE
I don’t think that you should –

JULIAN
Listen. Kid. Tell me honestly. Did he do anything to you that you didn't ask him to do? 

BEE
…No.

JULIAN
I knew it. He’s my son. And I knew it, and yet your mother has convinced, convinced the entire 
school administration that he is rotten, that there is something wrong with him, that I am 
covering it up.

BEE
Is that why he hasn’t been in school?

JULIAN
Hasn’t she told you what she’s done?

BEE
No.

He looks at Bee.

JULIAN
You know your mother is crazy, right?

BEE
No, she's not. 

JULIAN
Trust me, she is. Because it’s one thing for kids to do this kind of – maybe this accident, this 
game, as Andrew calls it, maybe it got out of hand. But when your mother calls my son’s school 
making allegations, and then calls people I work with to tell them about my own business, that I 
used her for connections to– which is just not true, I want to, I want to know why. 

Pause.

BEE
I don’t know.

JULIAN
Of course you fucking don’t, you shit of a kid.

Pause.
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BEE
I don't feel very good, I think I should go lie down. 

JULIAN
Where is she?

BEE
She’s at the grocery store.

A long beat. 

JULIAN
Really?

BEE
I don’t know.

Pause. 

JULIAN
I wish I had never met her. I know you don’t understand what’s – the importance of what is going 
on, Bee, but listen. You need to tell them. You need to tell them that it was your idea. You made 
Andrew do it.

BEE
I didn’t make him do anything.

JULIAN
But you knew he would do anything you wanted him to. You knew how to manipulate him into – 
submission. You need to tell them that.

BEE
I tried to tell my mom but she wouldn’t listen.

JULIAN
You need to make her listen. You hear me?

BEE
Yes.

JULIAN
You tell them.

BEE
The school therapist. She says that I might not even know what happened. That I might have. 
Trauma. They don’t believe anything I say.

Julian picks up the radio, considering it. 

BEE
Don’t. Please. Don’t.

Julian drops it, watches it break. 

Bee goes to the radio, starts putting it back together.
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He stares at her hard.

JULIAN
You’re not a little girl. I’ve met little girls. 

Julian leaves.

There is no darkness.

She holds the radio.

Bee remains on stage, fixing the radio.

It’s actually a week or so later, but for Bee it feels like moments.

Kate enters.

KATE
I keep telling you you're not going to fix it. 

Bee keeps playing with it.

KATE
Put it down.

Bee does not.

KATE
You’re going to have to talk to me one of these days.

Bee stands up and gets a screwdriver and returns.

KATE
Bee. Come on. Don’t be like this.

She waits for a response.

KATE
I thought we were friends, Bee. Haven’t we always been friends?

Pause.

KATE
I'm going away.  To Colorado for a little vacation. A change of scenery. What do you think?

Bee bangs the radio with her hand.

KATE
This is my life. I don’t want to miss my chance. I talked to my mom on the phone for the first 
time in – She wants me to come home.  Mothers can’t help loving – we’ll always love our babies. 

Bee fiddles with the radio some more.
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KATE
I understand that you want to stay here with your dad. Parents are funny. There's always one that 
understands you more than the other. I get that, that's how I felt. I sometimes wish I had taken 
you away a long time ago. Because I think it's not healthy. You're not healthy. People are healthier 
in the States. 

Bee doesn’t answer.

KATE
It's disgusting here. I heard that thing on the radio –  where they found those poor girls' bodies. 
In garbage bags. Like meat. I mean, things like that happen in the States too, of course they do, 
but I don't remember it being quite so– You forget. You just forget a lot easier. 

Bee throws her screwdriver across the room.

KATE
Maybe we could go there together. We could go to all these great shopping malls to get lost in. 
We could take the ski lift up the mountain. I don't know. What do you think? 

A long pause. 

BEE
I think you're afraid of me. 

Bee finishes fixing her radio.

The Man is illuminated in his studio.

Bee turns the radio on, slowly turning her father's voice up. 

Kate exits.

MAN
(quickly, passionately)

And this guy. This guy. Why didn't they look at him? I mean, he gets arrested for attempted child 
rape once and gets let out and nobody thinks, hey maybe this is a, this is a guy we should look at? 
His own mother sends a letter telling the police, hey, I think he might be kidnapping young girls, 
and, and, and somehow nothing happens. I mean. I mean. The hypocrisy. This man. We don't 
know too much about him. Moved around a lot. Divorced parents. Anger. Abuse. Born in former 
Belgian Congo, I mean, that's its own fu – messed up history right there. Did we make him? Is he 
ours? He was born to us, and now everyone is talking about the death penalty. Kill him, he 
deserves to be killed, but, but we abolished the death penalty last year, remember? It's not easy. 
We have to look into ourselves to see how he did what he did. If we kill him, we only slake our 
thirst for revenge, but what about the future? Is this just going to keep happening? Do we live in a 
world where things like this can just keep happening. How many times... Can we just remember 
for once, can we just – 

The Man is handed a piece of paper. 

He reads.

MAN
This just in. Breaking news. Uh. Breaking news. Marc Dutroux has escaped from custody on the 
way to trial. Dutroux managed to flee his guards and was last spotted in Boisfort fleeing on foot 
into the Sonian Forest. 

Bee listens intently.
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As the Man continues to speak, Bee stands up.

She goes over to her Barbies, looks at them.

She gets a backpack, puts the Barbies inside.

MAN
More details to follow. But anyone with any leads to his whereabouts should immediately call the 
police. He should be considered very dangerous. Repeat. Marc Dutroux has somehow escaped 
from custody. Call the police if you have any leads. Or, better yet, call the radio station since we 
may actually be able to –

The radio cuts off. Static. 

Bee continues packing. 

Andrew enters.

Bee turns to him.

BEE
You’re not supposed to be here.

ANDREW
I know.

Bee continues packing.

ANDREW
What are you packing for?

BEE
It’s none of your business.

ANDREW
Of course it’s my business.

Bee continues.

ANDREW
Bee. Bee. Stop. Please. For one second.

BEE
Fine.

She does.

ANDREW
What are you doing?

BEE
Nothing. 
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ANDREW
I heard it on the radio. You heard it too?

BEE
Yeah.

ANDREW
Sonian Forest.

BEE
I heard.

ANDREW
You can’t go there.

BEE
Who says I’m going there?

ANDREW
So why are you packing?

BEE
This? This is in case. Be prepared.

ANDREW
You know you can’t.

BEE
Okay I won’t.

ANDREW
I don’t believe you.

BEE
You can’t be here. My mom might come back and if she sees you –

ANDREW
I don’t care.

BEE
I care.

ANDREW
Do you? 

BEE
I’ve gotten you in enough trouble already, Andrew. I don’t want you to make any more messed up 
because of me.

ANDREW
I’m not messed up.

BEE
Your dad said you got kicked out of school.

ANDREW
Who cares.
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BEE
You should. My stupid games.

ANDREW
They weren’t stupid.

BEE
They were.

ANDREW
I liked them.

BEE
No you didn’t.

ANDREW
I did. And I miss them. I miss coming over here and just being with you. I can’t talk to anyone. I 
didn’t even have friends at school, and my dad, my dad pretends to understand but he can’t really, 
he doesn’t get it at all.

BEE
I know.

ANDREW
We’re leaving.

BEE
Leaving?

ANDREW
Going back to Canada. Next week.

BEE
I thought you were going to finish high school here.

ANDREW
My dad lost his job. They demoted him, so now he’s going to do, I don’t know, paperwork in 
Toronto.

BEE
He lost his job.

ANDREW
Yeah.

BEE
Did they say why?

ANDREW
I don't know. 

BEE
That’s terrible.

ANDREW
He deserved it. With all the shit he pulls. He’s just a big faker. I hate grown ups.
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BEE
I’m sorry you have to go.

ANDREW
I’m sorry too. Because I don’t want to leave you. I can’t stop thinking about you.

BEE
Andrew.

He goes over to her and kisses her hard.

She comes up for breath.

ANDREW
I know. I’m sorry. I know it’s just, I had never, and I wanted to – so bad, and I think, I didn’t 
realize, until – I’m such a nerd, and you probably.

BEE
You can do it again.

He kisses her softly.

BEE
Harder.

He does. She grabs his hands, puts them on her neck.

He pulls back.

BEE
I didn’t mean stop.

She tries to pull him towards her.

He refuses.

ANDREW
I don’t want it like this.

BEE
Why not?

ANDREW
I want to be sweet to you.

BEE
Something’s wrong with me.

She starts packing up again.

ANDREW
What are you doing?

BEE
Can you just go away, Andrew?
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ANDREW
What did I do?

BEE
I just don’t want you here.

ANDREW
I didn’t mean to make you mad.

BEE
I’m not mad. I’m just busy.

ANDREW
Bee.

BEE
Go away. Please.

ANDREW
You’re not really thinking of going?

BEE
I probably won’t even find him.

ANDREW
But why would you risk it?

BEE
It can’t be anyone but me. It wouldn’t be fair to anyone else. They haven’t been practicing. They 
haven’t – I’m ready.

ANDREW
He won’t be like me.

BEE
I know.

ANDREW
He’ll be dangerous for real.

BEE
I know.

ANDREW
You want that?

BEE
I don’t want you.

Andrew is taken aback.

ANDREW
Bee?

BEE
I’m not scared. I’m not scared at all.
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ANDREW
Later on, I want to find you. I want to find you when we're older and we can do what we want. 
And I want to grow up and get married and stay in one little town our whole lives and have babies 
and let them have the same friends forever, people they’ve known since kindergarten. Friends 
they can turn to and say, remember when you did that in grade three, and friends who will give a 
toast at their wedding and a speech at their funeral. Don’t you want that?

BEE
What are you talking about?

ANDREW
I’m talking about why I need you to stay.

BEE
Please go away, Andrew.

ANDREW
No.

BEE
If you don’t go, I’ll tell my mother that you raped me. I’ll tell my dad that you beat me. If you 
don’t go, I’ll call the police.

ANDREW
You wouldn’t do that.

BEE
You don’t know what I would do.

ANDREW
He’s a sick motherfucker, you know that?

BEE
So am I. 

ANDREW
Bee. 

BEE
I don’t feel anything when you say words. They’re just words. You’re just like your dad. My mom 
loved him because of all his stupid words.

ANDREW
Why are you doing this?

BEE
I don’t care, Andrew. I don’t care. Go.

Andrew exits.

Bee keeps packing up.

Starts packing up the radio and putting it in her bag.

It only half fits, so it’s clearly poking out of the bag.

Andrew returns.
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ANDREW
I found it.

BEE
Found what?

ANDREW
The key. In her underwear drawer. Next to a pack of condoms.

BEE
Don’t be stupid.

ANDREW
I don’t have to be scared either.

BEE
Go ahead then.

ANDREW
I will.

BEE
I don’t believe you.

ANDREW
I’ll open it.

BEE
Put it down.

ANDREW
Don’t go there. There’s nothing but ghosts in that forest.

Bee puts the backpack on her back.

Andrew moves to the door, puts the key in.

BEE
Don’t!

ANDREW
Now you don’t want me to.

BEE
That’s never what I wanted.

ANDREW
Will you promise not to go?

BEE
If I don’t do this now, I’ll hate you for the rest of my life.

Andrew turns the key.

BEE
Okay. Okay. I won’t go.
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Andrew looks at her for a long beat. 

He opens the door, there is light coming through it.

He peers over the edge. The lights go out.
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Part Five. A life-sensation.

The lights flicker, then fully go back up.

Standing in the open doorway is the Man. 

Though he is played by the same actor, he is not Tom, not quite anyway. 

He stands there looking almost comforting.

He begins to speak.

MAN
I was born in the Congo.  I don’t remember it very well. Now it’s mostly photographs I mistake 
for memories.

He shrugs.

MAN
One day, though, one day I do remember. A Sunday. I skipped church that day. Skipping church 
was a big deal for my father, failure to represent the preacher’s family, failure to God. I didn’t feel 
like it. I had been having... dreams. I felt this itchiness, this static that didn’t seem to go away. I 
didn’t know what had changed, I didn't know why I felt... empty. Like I could never get full? 

A small pause.

MAN
I must have been 8 years old. I had a friend in the village, Keanari. A little girl, not too much 
younger than me, 6 maybe, or 7. Her family didn’t go to church. Sometimes we went out in the 
fields to look at birds, and this Sunday, the Sunday I skipped church, she took me to a place 
under the trees and she showed me a hole where grave robbers had been. There was an old 
skeleton crumpled up in a heap, not stretched out like it was supposed to be. It was the first time 
I had ever been up close to death. My mother had had a miscarriage. The baby came out when it 
wasn’t supposed to and we prayed for it, but I never saw its body, I never touched its bones. This 
skeleton had no hands.

The Man looks at his own hands. 

MAN
Keanari told me, I mean, I remember her telling me this, I don't know if the memory is true or if 
I made it up, but it feels true. Keanari told me that way back when, when Belgians like my parents 
came here, they cut off the hands of the children, they raped the women, and for the men who 
protested, they stuck their heads on spikes. 

A breath. 

MAN
She told me this. And I listened, and when she was done, I remember feeling, not disgust, but... 
excitement. I didn’t know people could do things like that. I wasn’t aware of the... possibilities of 
humankind. I told Keanari to play with me and we played that I was the soldier and she was the 
crying wife, and I put my thing on her, not inside her, I was too little, but on her, and I felt... 
pleasure. I felt love. It was the first time I had felt like that. She made me feel like that. I loved her. 
I loved her so much. Her little girl hands digging into the dirt. Her little girl mouth biting my 
hand. We understood each other. Our parents taught us the stories so well we knew them by 
heart.

Pause. 
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MAN
Afterwards, we brushed the dirt off ourselves, and we never talked very much after that, a couple 
years later, we moved back to Belgium, and years after that, grown up, I thought about her. And I 
thought about how it was the only time I had ever felt love. And I thought how it's too bad that I 
live in a time when you couldn't do things like that anymore. How I was only 100 years late. 100 
years before. Nobody would have noticed. A missing girl or two. Nobody would have cared. I 
would have cared. I loved them. I told them that I loved them and I think they believed me. I just 
let myself remember who I was. That’s more than most people can say, isn’t it?

He looks at you.

Blackout.
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